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 16.6 WRITING YOUR CONCLU SION

Not every research report has a section called Conclusion, but all 
have a paragraph or two that serve as one. You may be happy to 
know that you can write your conclusion using the same elements 
in your introduction, in reverse order.

 16.6.1 Start with Your Main Point

State your main point near the beginning of your conclusion. If 
you already stated it in your introduction, repeat it here but more 
fully; do not simply repeat it word- for- word.

 16.6.2 Add a New Signi>cance or Application

After your point, say why it’s signi>cant, preferably with a new 
answer to So what? For example, the writer of this conclusion in-
troduces an additional consequence of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion on military death sentences: If Congress changes the law, the 
military will have to change its culture.

In light of recent Supreme Court decisions rejecting mandatory 

capital punishment, the mandatory death penalty for treason is 

apparently unconstitutional and must therefore be revised by 

Congress. More signifi cantly, though, if the Uniform Code of 
 Military Justice is changed, it will challenge the fundamental value 
of military culture that ultimate betrayal requires the ultimate 
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 penalty. Congress will then have to deal with the military’s sense 
of what is just.

The writer could have included that in his introduction, as an-
other consequence of the new Supreme Court decision, but he 
may have felt that it was too volatile to raise that early.

As you write your conclusion, take care not to broaden a 
signi>cance so much that it seems to be your main point. You can 
be clear about its role by introducing it almost “by the way,” as an 
additional possible implication of your solution.

 16.6.3 Call for More Research

Just as your opening context surveys research already done, your 
conclusion can call for research still to do:

These di=erences between novice and expert diagnosticians de>ne 

their maturation and development. But while we know how nov-

ices and experts think di=erently, we do not understand which 
elements in the social experience of novices contribute to that 
development and how. We need longitudinal studies on how men-
toring and coaching affect outcomes and whether active explana-
tion and critique help novices become skilled diagnosticians more 
quickly.

When you state what remains to do, you keep the conversation 
alive. So before you write your last words, imagine someone fasci-
nated by your work who wants to follow up on it: What more would 
you like to know? What research would you suggest they do? After 
all, that may have been how you found your own problem.
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 16.8 FINDING YOUR  LAST  F E W WOR DS
You can bring your report to a graceful, even literary close with an 
echo of your opening fact, anecdote, or quotation. For example, 
this next introduction begins with a quotation, an epigraph that 
highlights the themes of religion and modernity. The writer 
echoes those themes with a parallel quotation in the last words of 
her conclusion:

Flannery O’Connor and the Spiritual Foundations of Racism:
Suffering as Southern Redemption in the Modern World

title

“I write the way I do because . . . I am a Catholic peculiarly possessed 

of the modern consciousness.”epigraph

Although Flannery O’Connor’s stories give us insights into mod-
ern southern culture, some have said her attitude toward race 

was the product of “an imperfectly developed sensibility” and that 

“large social issues as such were never the subject of her writing.” 

But that criticism ignores . . .introduction

Here is the conclusion:

Those who claim that O’Connor ignored racism fail to see that 

she understood racism as a modern crisis of faith, as a failure to 

recognize the healing knowledge of su=ering, insights that put 

her among a few southern writers who saw the modern world as 

spiritually bankrupt. Seen in this light, a rereading of her private 

correspondence might reveal . . . As she said in one letter (May 4, 
1955), “What I had in mind to suggest [was] . . . the redemptive 
quality of the Negro’s suffering for us all. . . . I meant [a character 
in the story to suggest] in an almost physical way . . . the mystery 
of existence.”conclusion

This echoing device may seem a bit literary, but it is not un-
common.




