
Fragment and Run-on Sentence Exercises 
(Answers to the following exercises are on pages 41 and 42.J 

EXERCISE I . Read the following "sentences." If the sentence is complete, write "C" on 
the line to the left; if the sentence is incomplete (a fragment) write "I." 

1. There are many prqblems that we must face . 

2. One of which is pollution. 

3. And even pollution can be divided into several areas. 

4. Noise pollut ion, chemical pollution, air pollution. 

5. I should like to address myself to the problem of air pollution. 

6. In the hope of f inding ways of reducing this problem. 

7. A problem that will surely contaminate the world. 

8 . In our own life-time, if we allow it. 

9. Therefore, it is vital to our interests to seek a solution. 

10. This is my op inion. 

EXERCISE II · Write a paragraph, using the "sentences" from Exercise I in the order in 
which they appear. As you write, correct the sentences whic~ are incomplete. 

EXERCISE Ill Examine the following pairs of sentences carefully. Decide which sentence 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

of each pair is correctly punctuated. 

A. 

B. 

A. 
B. 

A. 
B. 

Let's try to locate the book in the library; otherwise we will have to 
purchase it. 
Let's try to locate the book in the library, otherwise, we will have to 
purchase it. 

First we will eat then we will ta lk. 
First we w ill eat; then we wil l talk. 

I hove no hope of getting the position, how ever, I shall still apply . 
I have no hope of getting the position. How ever, I shall stil l app ly . 

..,-4.' A. It does not matter if you win or lose what matters is ·the eftort . 
B. It does not matter if yo u wi;i or lose. What matters is the effort. 

5. A. Do not shout. I can hear you. 
B. Do not shout, I can hear you. 

EXERCISE IV Read the following sentences carefully. If the sentence is correct as written, 
write "C" on the line to the left of the sentence. If the sentence is incorrect 
and needs additional punctuation, write "I" on the line and make all the 
necessary corrections in punctuation. 

1. First we will complete the test then we will review the moierial. - 2. The weather was perfect th ere was a blue sky with br igh t sunshine a nd a 

soft breeze. 

_ __ 3. If you can accomplish all the assigned tasks, it will be of great help to all 

of us. 

_ _ _ 4. Several of us attended that party and the reception following dinner. 

___ 5. We insisted on his attending the graduation exercises unfortu nately he 

showed his displeasure to everyone. 



----~-
FRAGMENT AND RUN·ON SENTENCES 

I. 1. C 
2. I 
3. C 
4. I 
5. C 
6. I 
7. I 
8. I 
9. C 

10. C 

II. There are many problems 1hot we must face-one of which is pollution. 
And even pollu tion can be divided into several areas-noise pollution, 
chemical pollution, air po llution . I should like to address myself to the 
problem of air pollution, in the hope of finding ways of reducing this 
prob lem-a problem that will surely contaminate the world in our own 
lifetime, if we allow it. Therefore, it is vital to our interests to seek a 
solution . This is my opinion. 

Ill. 1. A 
2. B 

3. B 
4. B 
5. A 

IV. 1. First we will complete the test. Then we w i!I review the material. 
2. The weather was perfect. There was a blue sky with bright sunshine, 

and a soft breeze. 
3. C 
4. C 

5. We insisted on his attending the graduation exercises; unfortunately 
he showed h is displeasure to everyone. 
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